Evangelical Lutheran Coalition for Mission in Appalachia

Volume 2010
Issue 1

Spring 2010

Check out
www.elcma.org for a
NEW LINK to the Vol-
unteer Pages:
www.appalachianmissi
onopportunities.org.

Here interested folks
can choose a location
to go for a week of ser-
vice within the Appa-
Iachian Region. Work
sites from across the
thirteen Appalachian
states are included
Iisting their site’s par-
ticular characteristics.
This project is a coop-
erative effort with our
Episcopalian and
Methodist partners in
Appalachian Ministry

MARK YOUR
CALEDARS

ELCMA Appalachian
Assembly Schedule:

*2010 - NW PA
Synod
April 26-28
WE CELEBRATE 20
YEARS

*2011 WV/WMD
Synod
May 09-11

Fhokokk

*2012 - US Synod
April 23-25

KhAAE

*2013 - SC Synod
April 22-24

BONDING GARDEN SITES BLOOMING
ACROSS APPALACHIA

ELCMA began the
Bonding Garden Project in Janu-
ary 2009 with three grants total-
ing $3500 from St. Luke’s,-
Freeland PA, St. Luke’s-Buffalo
WY and Crooked Creek Cooper-
ative Lutheran Parish-Ford City
PA. Five sites have officially
joined in the project at Hope Lu-
theran Church—North Lima
OH, McDowell Mission—Welch
WV, Reynoldsville Area Food
Pantry—Reynoldsville PA, Hand
Up Foundation—Milton PA and
Dinkey Memorial Lutheran
Church—Ashfield, PA reaching
families with seniors and children
who do not have enough food
for the entire month.

Participants are taught to
plant from seeds, grow, harvest,
prepare, preserve and save seeds
for the next season. Food is
grown in containers like wading
pools which are readily available
to avoid soil contamination, re-

duce the amount of water
needed, control weeds, allow
for the elevation of garden
for elderly and to facilitate
areas where there is little
space but gardens are needed.
Research done by Dr. Job
Ebenezer, of Technology for
the Poor found at
(www.technologyforthepoor.
com) was critical for the pro-
ject’s success. Dr. Ebenezer
generously contributed all his
information to this effort.

ELCMA is adding more sites 8

as we grow to have one gar-
den in each Appalachian Syn-
od. We are still looking for

locations in LSS, Upstate NY,

VA, NC, SC and SE synods.

Contact the ELCMA office if |}

you ate interested.

Participant’s gardens
each have their own sign
at the Hope-Bonding Gar-
dens in North Lima OH

Wading pools are being
prepared for planting

“Emotional & Spiritual Care in Communities”

This is the name given to an
ELCMA training to help Lay
Leaders & Pastors recognize the
effects of stress and make refer-
rals to appropriate resources.
Stress of job changes, money
problems, the birth of a child,
graduation, retirement, illness,
injury, family changes each can

interfere with your daily life, re-

ducing your productivity, at
work and causing physical
headaches,

stomachaches,

problems  like
backaches,
insomnia, anxiety and depres-
This workshop helps
you identify the issues around

sion.

stress and to learn better self-
care habits. It will also assist

church leaders in identifying

others who are in trouble and
teach you how and to whom
to make appropriate referrals.
For information about train-
ing opportunities, call the
ELCMA office at 724-463-
8422 or e-mail us at volun-
teer@elcma.org .
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ELCMA Council Members

Chair: Rev. Joycé\leiers, SW PA Synod
Vice Chair: Rev. Bill Connelly, NC Synod

Secretary: Mr. Ed Redmon, I/K Synod

Treasurer: Rev. Tim Spence, NW PA Synod

Phone: 724/463-8422

Fax: SAME
E-mail: dory@elcm

We’re on the Web

at www.elcma.org

“Connecting and Equipping

God’s People

Mission in Appalachia”
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"Connecting and Equipping

God's People for Christ's
Mission in Appalachia"

Exhausted staffers,
Bethany and Shelby an-
ticipate a comfy bed and
a day off.

2009 Assembly Pics

it be Betty Itterly?

Past Chair: Rev. David Preisinger, Upstate NY Synod

a.org

for Christ’s

April 26-28, 2010 is
the ELCMA Annual Appalachi-
an Assembly being held at the
Riverside Inn in Cambridge
Springs, PA and being hosted
by the NW PA Synod. Dele-
gates from sixteen Appalachian
ELCA Synods spanning thit-
teen states will converge next
spring for the event. Plans are
underway to make this a special
event, marking twenty years of
ministry for the organization.
Participants can expect many
special guests, some tributes,
and a montage of photos from
the past. A time capsule will be
put together from items
brought by delegates from each
of the synods. These items will

ELCMA Staff:

Coordinator: Dory Campbell

Administrative Assistant: Pauline Rottman

Financial Secretary: temp. vacant

Gardener/ Webmaster: Bethany Campbell
AmeriCorps FAITHSERVE Volunteer: Shelby Lemmon

be stored in a gallon mason jar
and “buried” on the ELCMA
library shelf until the thirtieth
anniversary.

You can also anticipate
workshops on:

I Music in the small church
without an organ/organist

 Innovative and reinvented
ideas for the small and
growing church

1 Many faces of Appalachia

1 Mini-introduction on grant
writing

1 Bonding gardens updates
and sharing

Spiritual Director: Rev. Allyn Giuffre, SW PA Synod
Dr. Mary Hughes: Southern Ohio Synod

Rev. Wayne Kaufman: NE PA Synod

Rev. Tom Quickel: Southeastern Synod

Mr. Joe Young: Church in Society, ELCA

Rev. Neil Harris@vangelical Outreach & Congregational Mission, ELCA

Rev. Dr. Ralph Dunkin: Bishop WV/WMD Synod

dory@elcma.org
admin@elcma.org
office@elcma.org
webmaster@elcma.org
volunteer@elcma.org

fvﬂ ELCMA’s TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY to be MARKED
G |

This year’s theme is “Share the
Oil of Gladness” based on
Psalm 45: 7 “you love right-
eousness and hate wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil of
gladness beyond your compan-
ions” - NRSV. It is important
to note here that we will be
visiting Venango County which
was especially instrumental in
the exploration and develop-
ment of the petroleum (OIL)
industry.

Matk your calendars
and plan to join the fun. Check
www.elcma.org in January
2010 to register for the event.



